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Nikolay Velinov Joins the Staff

Software developer Nikolay Velinov 
recently joined the Adventist 

Retirement staff. 

“Nik comes to us with two decades of 
software development experience and will 
help us elevate the retirement application 
process to an easier, more efficient format 
and in providing technical support for our 
defined benefit platforms. I’m delighted to 
have him on our team,” said Edwin Romero, 
Administrator/CEO.

Velinov, a native of Bulgaria, comes from Canada where for the past 10 
years he worked for FinTech writing software for the trading desks of major 
banks and integrations with exchanges. He also worked for the Ontario 
Conference for five years. He says he has always fostered a deep desire for 
ministry along with professional development. 

“I look forward to work with the wonderful people in Adventist Retirement, 
optimizing processes and improving the experience for those looking to 
take a break from a journey of service,” said Velinov. “I am excited to follow 
God’s lead and engage in adventures wherever He needs to use me.”

In college, he studied nuclear physics for two years before switching to 
information technology. He and his wife Zory have three children. Two are 

At Rest
Each quarter we 
publish a list in 
remembrance of 
those who have 
passed to their rest.
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Ahlkvist, Vivian A. (CA)
Anderson, Marvin E. (CA)
Anderson, Patricia Ann (MI)
Andres, Lillian G. (OH)
Antiquera, Salome V. (CA)
Arceneaux, Joyce M. (FL)
Austin, Emily (GA)
Bacoro, Maria B. (HI)
Baldwin, Barbara (CA)
Baldwin, Sophia (IN)
Barton, George M. (TX)
Bates, Judy A. (OR)
Bates, Ronald (MA)
Becerra, Elfriede (CA)
Bentzinger, Herbert G. (CA)
Berkheimer, George, Jr. (OH)



studying at Southern Adventist University in Tennessee and the youngest is 
a freshman at Andrews University in Michigan.

More staffing news . . .

Benefits assistants Monica 
Johnson and Shirley 

Jones recently took on the 
additional role of trainer, filling 
vacancies created following the 
retirements of Diane Gatling 
and Linda Tatum. Johnson 
provides guidance to human resource personnel as they navigate the new 
application process and answers benefits questions from employers. She 
also reviews each new retirement application that is received and assigns it 
to a benefits assistant for processing. Jones’ focus is on internal education. 
She trains the benefits team in new policies and procedures.

“Business continuity is a priority and Monica and Shirley are well-equipped 
for their new roles,” said Lisa Turpen, associate administrator. “They had 
the opportunity to learn the ropes from their predecessors.” T

Re
fle

ct
io

ns
  | 

 SE
PT

EM
BE

R 
20

22

At Rest (continued)

Cox, Hazel M. (NC)
Crawford, James M. (CA)
Crawford, Menelva D. (TN)
Cummings, C. Kenneth (CA)
Dachs, Ronald Lee (GA)
Dalgleish, Ruth R. (OR)
Daniel, Shirley J. (CA)
Davis, Ronald Orval (WA)
Davis-Umana, Grace (CA)
Day, Elizabeth A. (MA)
Dennis, Emma L. (CA)
Dennis, Janice M. (MI)
Diaz, Idalia M. (FL)
Dichoso, Deogenes (MD)
Dimock, Caroline (AR)
Dresser, Emily Jean (VA)
Dronen, Barbara R. (MI)
Dryer, Hilda J. (NM)
Dryman, Violet (NC)
Dunlap, Kenneth (WA)
Dutton, Lillian D. (FL)
Earnest, Susan E. (CA)
Eaton, Doris J. (WI)
Edge, Judith Ann (VA)
Ehrlich, Joan R. (PA)
Eick, Kelly G. (CA)
Elkins, Earnest (GA)
Ellis, Christa (WA)
Ensminger, JoAnn (CA)
Espinoza, Tito (WA)
Fenton, Jane B. (NC)
Force, Gary S. (NE)
Foster, Darrow A. (CA)
Foster, Ray L. (OR)
Francis, Georgia (FL)
Froemming, Angie (MN)
Fugate, Myrtle (OH)
Gardenhire, Bob (CA)
Gay, Marian (FL)
Gienger, Edmund (WA)
Gleason, George E. (MI)
Gonzales, Lupe (TX)
Gonzalez Vega, Raul (CA)
Grady, W. Lee (MI)
Gramlich, Samuel V. (CA)
Greene, Carol J. (SK)
Greenleaf, Floyd (NC)
Guthrie, Raymond D. (PA)
Guyach, Betty J. (PA)
Habenicht, Edith I. (MI)
Hall, Christopher (VA)
Hallock, Keith R. (TX)
Hannaway, Arshalous (CA)
Hardy, Gerald R. (CA)
Harlan, Mildred (FL)

Bernet, Marian (FL)
Best, Eleanor T. (TX)
Biloff, Janet L. (CA)
Bilugan, Aida T. (CA)
Bishop, Billy E. (CA)
Bovee, Joan (CA)
Bowman, Louise (OR)

Brower, Lani D. (CA)
Brown, James E. (CA)
Brugmann, Gertrude (MI)
Buell, Homer D.(MI)
Burke, Fred R. (NV)
Burke, Jeanne (OR)
Byrd, William C. (AL)

Cabansag, Cresencia (CA)
Campbell, Terry R. (WA)
Cereno, Salvador (FL)
Chamberlain, Leona (CA)
Chamberlain, Margaret (TN)
Christman, L. Reed (NC)
Clark, Bernie J. (OR)

New Jersey Conference Hosts 
Retirement Seminars

Associate administrators 
Lisa Turpen, Wirmin 

Alcantara (pictured) and 
CFO Andrew Choi presented 
seminars for New Jersey 
Conference pastors, teachers, 
and office staff on August 4 at 
the conference office. Offered 
in both English and Spanish 
languages, the workshops covered 
financial wellness, planning for 
retirement, and healthcare. T

Clark, Ethel J. (NC)
Clark, Vivian J. (CA)
Cline, Audrey (TN)
Conard, Sarah B. (MI)
Condon, Stanley C. (CA)
Cone, Margaretta L. (FL)
Corwin, Violet E. (OR)
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Harm, James T. (OH)
Hathaway, Kenneth (BC)
Heim, Joyce C. (CA)
Hermann, Jerrold H. (NV)
Honore, Suzanne M. (MI)
Howard, Shirley A. (TX)
Hunt, Barbara A. (FL)
Hunt, Bonnie C. (TN)
Ives, Kevin P. (FL)
Janzen, Lydia (CA)
Jensen, Elizabeth (FL)
Jesudason, Sadanala (MD)
Johnson, Martha (WA)
Jones, Shirley M. (OH)
Jones, William E. (GA)
Kamahele, Wallace (CA)
Kelly, Weslyne A. (TX)
Kendall, Ronald G. (CA)
Kidwell, Helen L. (CO)
Kinney, Marguerite (MD)
Kloosterhuis, Ruth (MD)
Klotz, Evelyn R. (CA)
Koozmin, Lawrence (WA)
Kraubner, Klaus (CA)
Kriley, Gwendolyn (CA)
Kriner, George (PA)
Kuest, Connie J. (OR)
Kuhn, Ida (CA)
Leamon, Darrell E. (CA)
Lee, Shirley T. (CA)
Leonard, Karolyn S. (NC)
LeSuer, Sharon A. (MN)
Little, Janice (OR)
Lockridge, Leslie W (TN)
Lockwood, Kathryn (CA)
Lodahl, Ruth (WA)
Lybrand, Allen H. (CA)
Maberly, Phyllis (CA)
MacLean, Cherylene (CA)
Mag Akat, Edward D. (CA)
Mag-Akat, Elena M. (CA)
Mahal, Joseph (NJ)
Maksoudian, Yervant (CA)
Mamora, Asmiza R. (CA)
Matsuda, Charlene (HI)
McCluskey, Richard (TX)
McMillan, Miriam (AL)
Menhennett, Elaine (FL)
Meyer, Jo Frazier (TX)
Miles, John E. (NC)
Miller, Jeanne A. (AR)
Mitchell, Shelli (TX)

Mittleider, Barbara (GA)
Mollard, Sidney G. (VA)
Morgan, Mack S. (CA)
Moses, Norma June (TN)
Mulske, Frances A. (IL)
Nelson, Charles R. (CA)
Nelson, Oren Lee (OR)
Nephew, Virginia D. (WI)
Newmyer, Gwen (MN)
Nozaki, Verna K. (CA)
Okimi, Patricia H. (TX)
Olsen, Arcadia Jean (CA)
Opp, Richard L. (WA)
Oster, Josephine L. (TN)
Ostrander, Doris (TN)
Overbaugh, Marilyn (WA)
Paine, John E. (FL)
Patten, William D. (WA)
Perez, Ethel (CA)
Peterson, John D. (FL)
Peterson, Violet J. (IN)
Pfannenstiel, Rodney (CO)
Phillips, Edward R. (CA)
Pudewell, Alyce J. (CA)
Puterbaugh, Cynthia (FL)
Rathbun, Charles W. (FL)
Raymond, Carlyle (WA)
Rees, Harold S. (CA)
Reid, Ernestine E. (OR)
Reynolds, Edward, III (CO)
Rhodes, Charlotte T. (TN)
Richards, G. Maxine (CA)
Richardson, India J. (TX)
Riley, Minnie Eunice (KY)
Rios, Paula B. (CA)
Robertson, Allan W. (BC)
Romyn, Jacob W. (PA)
Roole, Floret M. (FL)
Ross, Marguerite S. (MI)
Rowe, Ronald L. (MI)
Russell, Donald J. (UT)
Ruth, Charles (NH)
Sabine, Betty A. (CA)
Salud, Felix Orque (CA)
Santana, Isabel (TN)
Scalfani, Gurli (IL)
Schmidt, Ronald L. (CO)
Schwisow, Edwin (CA)
Scoville, Judith L. (FL)
Segar, James H. (MA)
Sequeira, Emidio (OR)
Shafer, E. LaVon (TN)

Shanks, Lillie M. (GA)
Simmons, Lois (CA)
Siy, Gloria (CA)
Skeels, Norman (WA)
Smiley, Madelon (ME)
Smiley, Verla I. (FL)
Smith, Palmer, Jr. (IN)
Stafford, Homer R. (RI)
Stanfill, Lottie M. (TN)
Steinmuss, Hans (WV)
Stelling, Donald E. (CA)
Stephens, Zelia M. (NM)
Sterling, Claude B. (CA)
Stimpson, Yvona (TN)
Stocks, Joseph (FL)
Stone, J. Carol (OR)
Streeter, Verna L. (TN)
Strode, Jerald L. (CA)

Stull, Joan G. (WV)
Swan, Mary E. (HI)
Swartzkopf, Dennis (CA)
Sylva, Esther (HI)
Tetz, Shirley E. (WA)
Thompson, Peggy (NC)
Thorson, Rueben O. (IL)
Tidwell, Charles H. (MA)
Tooley, Dale E. (AR)
Touchard, Irene (MI)
Tracy, Gary D (AL)
Trout, Evan M. (CA)
Turner, Clifford A. (OR)
Vanderberg, Cynthia (TX)
Van Putten, Meade (MD)
Venden, Marjorie (CA)
Vercio, Patricia E. (WA)

SHARP Corner
Medicare Open Enrollment—
It’s right around the corner! 

Medicare’s Annual Open Enrollment 
begins October 15 and runs through 

December 7. During this time window, all 
Medicare participants can change their Medicare 
health plans and prescription drug coverage for 
the next year if they wish to do so. 

In early October, you will receive an Annual 
Notice of Change (ANOC) from your insurance 
providers, which outline any changes for your 
plan in the upcoming year.  If you want to review 
your options with an Alight Benefit Advisor, call 
844-360-4714 beginning October 1 to schedule 
an appointment. Remember that to maintain 
your health reimbursement account (HRA), 
you must be enrolled in either a Medical or 
prescription drug plan through Alight Retiree 
Health Exchange.  

Thank you for the great responses to last month’s 
article about the YSA Reimburse Me! App. It was 
great hearing from so many of you!  As always, 
if you have a question and can’t find the answer 
online at www.adventistretirement.org, reach out 
via email at SHARP@NADAdventist.org, or by 
calling 443-391-7338. We’re here to help! T

Voelk, Welma (KS)
Vo, Nguyen Thi Truoc (TX)
Warren, Martha J. (TN)
Watts, Audrey B. (CA)
Welch, Glenn D. (PA)
Wentland, Roger B. (FL)
Weston, Philip C. (OK)
Williams, Frederic A. (AL)
Wilson, Lewis C. (CA)
Winn, Hugh P. (WA)
Winston, Alma W. (CA)
Woods, Maurice, Jr. (AZ)
Wooten, Marian A. (CA)
Wu, June Chan (CA)
Youngberg, Elizabeth (TN)
Zabor, Euretta E. (WA)
Zelesky, Francis (NC)



Adventist Retirement:
Reporting a death, change of address, 
disability reviews
Ph.: 443-391-7300 | Fax: 443-259-4880
Email: NADRetirement@nadadventist.org
Address: 9705 Patuxent Woods Dr, 
Columbia, MD 21046

Alight Retirement Health Solutions:
Phone: 1-844-360-4714

SHARP Healthcare Eligibility Queries:
Ph.: 443-391-7338
Email: SHARP@nadadventist.org

Submit DVH claims to: 
Adventist Risk Management
SHARP, PO Box 1928,  
Grapevine, TX 76099-1928
Ph.: 1-800-447-5002

Payroll Bulletin Board:
Ph.: 443-391-7343

General payroll information:
Lost checks, tax withholding, direct deposit, 
award letters for housing, loans, MediCaid
Ph.: 443-391-7345 or 443-391-7344

  |  www.adventistretirement.org 

To receive this newsletter  
via email instead of print,  
sign up today at 
www.adventistretirement.org/
retiree/reflections-newsletter/
You can also view and download 
archived issues of Reflections 
using this link.

GO PAPERLESS!
Edwin Romero
Administrator &  
Chief Executive Officer

Andrew Choi
Associate Administrator & 
Chief Financial Officer

Lisa Turpen
Associate Administrator,  
Defined Benefit &  
Healthcare Plans

Wirmin Alcantara
Associate Administrator,  
Defined Contribution Plans

Lisa Sharpe
Assistant Administrator, SHARP

Tara Mead
Assistant Administrator,  
Defined Benefit Plans

Samantha Young
Editor & Communications  
Manager

North American Division of SDA
9705 Patuxent Woods Drive
Columbia, MD 21046
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