bout the year 1962,
Elder Ben Leach, the

charismatic

innovative and

president of the Texas Conference,

faced an interesting situation. The Conference
appeared to be in excellent spiritual health, except
for one church to be left unnamed.

The pastor of this small church, an elderly
retired man, had the misfortune of being married
to a woman with an acerbic personality. The good
pastor, a meek and mild man, often looked pained
as his wife scolded one member or berated another
for the sins the member had committed or the sins
she thought the person was about to commit.

The church got into a damaging fight, and the
pastor’s wife was in the middle of the hostilities.
Elder Leach decided to call a business meeting,
to try to bring about a spiritual solution to the
problems of this particular church. The meeting
was to begin at 7:30 pm, except at 7:30 Elder Leach
was A.W. O. L. The members sang a song, then
another, then another, then another. Mis. Pastor’s

Wife became more and more perturbed that Elder

Leach hadn’t arrived. Finally, about 8:00 pm, he
showed up, having been the victim of a traffic tie-
up because of an accident on the highway.

Mrs. P 'W. was waiting for him at the church
door. “You think just because you're conference
president that you can keep us waiting for
30 minutes?” She angrily scolded the hapless
president, and Elder Leach didnt even try
to respond. After 5 minutes telling him her
opinion of his tardiness plus some other sins,
her mission accomplished, she happily walked
into the sanctuary and left Elder Leach to collect
his thoughts and get inside. The head elder was
standing nearby, and Elder Leach smiled at him
and gently said, “I believe that lady could make
anyone humble.” And that’s all he said.

I've always admired Elder Leach, because I
considered him a great leader. The incident in
the lobby of that little church further cements
my opinion of him, because he fervently believed
that “A soft answer turneth away wrath.” That’s
good counsel for all of us. I just wish I could

consistently remember it.
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Reporting to the IRS

Early in January our payroll office begins preparing your

forms 1099-R. These are the forms you will need to prepare

your annual tax returns. Every year we begin to get calls in

January asking if we can’t print a form early. The answer is

always the same! There is a reconciliation process which we

must complete prior to printing the forms. We can’t print

your form before we print everybody’s.

Payroll has a carefully devised schedule for getting the payroll

reconciliations done, completing the tax reporting to the Internal

Revenue Service and printing and mailing the 1099-R forms to

retirees. We are required to mail them by the end of January.

Expect to receive your 1099-R the first part of February. We

cannot provide early estimates of what the 1099-R will report.
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Del Johnson
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Adventist Risk Management: 1-800-447-5002
Healthcare Claims Queries

SHARP: 301-680-5036
SHARP@nad.adventist.org
Healthcare Eligibility Queries

Submit all claims to:

Adventist Risk Management—SHARP
PO Box 1928

Grapevine, TX 76099-1928

Medco Health: 1-800-841-5396
Verify pharmacy participation with
Medco Health

Steve Gifford

President, NAD Retirees Association
817-271-1160

2408 Bailey Ct.

Cleburne, TX 76031
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General Retirement Office Information

Chris Meier: 301-680-6192
Reporting a death, disability reviews

REFLECTIONS * November 2009 |




Each retiree who is determined eligible for healthcare and elects SHARP coverage has a one-time opportunity to
change coverage at the three-year anniversary of the retiree’s retirement date, to become effective at the beginning of
the next Plan Year. Retirees whose effective retirement dates were in 2006 get this one-time opportunity this year, to be
effective January 1, 2010. Individual letters will be mailed in November to those who are eligible. If you do not receive
one, and your retirement effective date was in 2006, you should contact our office before the end of this year to see if
you qualify. Responses to this open enrollment must be received by our office by December 31, 2009. The best way to
contact us is by email at SHARP@nad.adventist.org. You may also reach us by calling 301-680-5036.

The 2010 SHARP Booklet will be available online in early December 2009 at: http://www.nadadventist.org/ret
/RETdownload1.html

Retired ministers should expect to receive a letter from us shortly which spells out the mechanism for reporting
parsonage allowance exclusion. Make sure you or your tax preparer reports unused parsonage allowance as taxable

income. Significant penalties can be assessed for failure to do so.
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