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Music and Worship

Jack Harris, Contributing Editor

Music and | have never met. When | wasa
young preecher father, my children would say
to me after the church service, " Dad, when
you are up front and trying to sing, don't
stand so close to the microphone, it's awful.”

One day when | wasin college afriend
suggested that she thought | had a good
speaking voice and that maybe with lessons, |
might be able to Sng better.

The accompanist struck the cord and |
sounded my very best... she stopped playing
and broke into afit of laughter. After another
try or two she handed me the music and
suggested that | practice a home with my
wife. Agan, my wife a the piano, me
standing behind her in my very best form. |
opened my mouth. The notes came forth and
my wife broke into laughter right there in front
of me and even the baby! End of voice
lessons and the beginning of my hope for a
musica talent when | get to heaven.

Music is one of the most powerful
communicatorsin the world. Every language,
every culture, every religion, every
generdion, and every event of any subgtantia
circumstance is enhanced by and with music.

Music unites people. It thrills people. It brings
peace and security. It brings out the best in
people. But isn't it trange? Music dso
divides people. Music that pleases some,
irritates others. Homes are often divided by
music. Churches are split over musc.
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| remember a church that had awedlthy

member. The church needed an organ, so he
bought it and gave it to the church. But he
kept the key! One Sabbath during Sabbath
School, he didn't like the organist playing so
loud. So he marched up to the organ,
dammed the lid down and locked it. He
refused to give the key to the church.
Everyone was angry and asked what to do. |
sad, "Either he gives the organ and the key to
the church or he takes out the organ." He
took the organ and the key. He died afew
weeks later but the church never got the
organ.

What makes music good or bad?

1. Does music depend solely on one's taste?
Is everyone on their own when it comesto
musc?

2. Ismusic amord, with no mora
positiveness or negativeness?

3. Isit only words that make music righteous
or evil? What part, if any, does body
language play? 4. Does that
mean that music from any and every culture,
generation, and country would be acceptable
in the house of the Lord and in our homes?
5. Isdl music, minus the words a positive
influence on the participants and the listener?
6. What part, if any, does volume and besat
have on the listener and the participants?

7. What instruments are acceptable in the
house of the Lord? Who decides?

Is there any word from the Lord on the
subject of music? A few samples.



Ephesans 5:19 "Start anging and praising God and youl
not only encourage yoursdf but othersaswell." Clear
Word. Colossians 3:16,17 "May the message of Chrigt in
al it'srichnessfill your

hearts... by the anging of hymns and gospd melodies.. In
everything you do, in peech or in action, do unto the
name of the Lord Jesus." Clear Word. 1 Corinthians
14:15 "When | sing, | Sng not only with my heart, but
aso with my mind. | want to use words that people can
understand so | can inspire them to pray and sing."Clear
Word.

The messenger of the Lord was not silent, many
comments were made by her:

1."Music should have beauty, pathos, and power."
Evangdism p 505

2." Music was made to serve a Holy purposg, to lift the
thoughts to that which is pure and noble."

Guiding Principles For The Young, p 10

3."Anything strange and eccentric in Snging detracts from
the seriousness and sacredness of areligious service."
Selected Messages, Val. 3, p 333

4 "The Lord's messengers are not to follow the ways of
the world. They are not to depend on worldly singers and
theatricd display.” Evangdlism p 508

5. Satan will make music asnare by theway itis
conducted.” Selected Messages, Val. 2, p 36

The subject is inexhaustible and opinions, convictions are
wide and wild. | just wanted to stir up your pure minds.
Did | succeed?
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NEWS NOTES

FROM MORT
Contributing Reporter: Mort Juberg

Camaguey Cuba ~ More than 1,000 people
participated in the dedication of the new church sanctuary
in Camaguey. Included in the group were Communist
party members, city officids and a Catholic Church
bishop.

Darmstadt, Germany ~ Church membersin Germany
are planning to hand out three million invitations to study
the Bible. Thisis part of the globa effort by the world
church to digtribute one billion amilar invitations before
mid-2004.

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia ~ Out of 2.5 million there are
only 400 Adventists in the country. Y oung people from
Augrdiawill work in eght townsin aproject cdled
"Misson Mongoalia

Silver Spring, Md ~ The Internationa Crimina Tribuna
for Rwanda has sentenced former Adventist administrator
Elizaphan Ntakirutimanato 10 yearsin prison. His son
Gerard, received a prison sentence of 25 years. Both
were accused of genocide and crimes againgt humanity in
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda

Source: Adventist News Network
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Send comments and suggestions to: Sharon Kuykendal, Editor, Reflections, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring,
MD 20904-6600 Email: kuyksh@nad.adventist.org

ARM 1-800-447-5002 Hedthcare Assistance Queries

ARM Emall address; RetireeHea th@adventistrisk.org

Submit medical dams. ARM, PO Box 4088, Silver Spring, MD 20914

PAID Rx 1-800-473-3455 Veify pharmacy participation with PAID Precription

Jack Harris 503-255-8565 President, NAD Retirees Association— 15530 NE Knott #48,
Portland, OR 97230 Email: Hjackharris@cs.com

General Conference of SDA —301-680-6000

Payroll 1-888-838-8955 Bulletin Board of Payroll Information

Fax 301-680-6190  Retirement Fax Number
Phone: (301) 680—
Barbara Y owell 6244 Lost checks, direct depodits, 1099R, Tax Withholding, Change of Address

PAYROLL Email: Payroll @nad.adventist.org
DoloresAllen 6249 Gen'l Retirement Office Info
ChrisMeer 6192 Reporting a Deeth, Disability Reviews
Sharon Scheuneman 6287  Tuition Assstance for Children
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